MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS
*
invasion resulted also in closer relations between the Emperor and
the Franks, who had been so hostile under Justinian. The unsuc-
cessful expeditions of the Lombards into Gaul, between 569 and
571, led to an understanding between the Franks and Byzantium.
In 576, when the Roman Senate appealed for help to the Emperor,
the troops which he was able to send were quite insufficient, and
he advised the Senate to appeal for assistance to the Franks and to
corrupt the Lombard dukes with gold.
In 574 the Lombards made a fresh attack upon Gaul,1 which
ended in utter defeat, and this led them to sign a treaty of peace
with Gontram of Burgundy and his ally Childebert II of Aus-
trasia. This constituted a serious danger to the Empire.
The Imperial diplomacy—which was not sparing of gold-
endeavoured to maintain, between the Franks and the Lombards,
the antagonism which alone might preserve Italy for Byzantium.
Supported by the Pope, the Emperor entered into negotiations
with Chilperic of Neustria-, who in 581 detached Childebert from
Gontram. At the*same time, the pretender Gondovald, who was
living in Constantinople, was sent into Gaul, well provided with
money, in order to dispute the throne with Gontram. On the other
hand, Duke Grasulf of Friuli, who had been won over by means
of gold, entered into negotiations with Childebert and his mother
Brunehaut, to whom, in 583, the Emperor sent 50,000 gold solidi?
He persuaded Childebert to undertake a campaign in Italy
against the Lombards. Childebert returned from Italy after making
peace with the Lombards in consideration of a money payment.
By this time many of the Lombard dukes had been purchased
by Byzantium. Those who had remained independent, being
doubtless aware that the alliance between the Empire and the
Franks was dangerous to them, restored die monarchy in 584 in
favour of Authari, who immediately resumed hostilities, and but
for the intervention of die Imperial fleet would have made himself
the master of Ravenna;
1 hartmann, Geschichte Miens im Mittddter, vol. II, part 1,1900, pp. 58** #j.
1 gasquet, VEmpire byzantin et la monarchic franque, p. 198,
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